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The 2nd Wings Family Day at the NE NM Correctional Facility was held on Nov. 18, 2017, in 
Clayton, NM. There were 250 inmates and family members who were cleared to attend the 
Family Day, 4 inmates who were in the praise band, and there were 5 volunteers from 
Albuquerque who were able to attend the Family Day, along with volunteers from Clayton.  
 
The Albuquerque volunteers arrived at the prison on Friday night for “Asset training” and to 
prepare the men for what to expect at the Family Day.  That way they are additional “team 
members” and also have learned about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©, ways to 
strengthen families and cut at-risk behaviors. The men learned that if you have more than 30 of 
the 40 Developmental Assets© at-risk behaviors are greatly lowered.  Considering that most 
young people today have far fewer Assets© the men learned that preparing for the “winds of 
life” that will hit all of us will better prepare us keep more Assets in place during difficult times.   
 
Saturday morning the volunteers and inmate helpers did a great job of helping set up for the 
Family Day. Paper bags with cups, plates, napkins, placemats and plastic spoons were filled.  
Platters of homemade cookies were prepared, and family members who arrived early were 
asked to help with the preparations too.  
 
Once everything was set up Ann led the family members and the volunteers in mixers, and 
everyone played with balloons and tarps too, including seeing who could bounce the balloon the 
most times off the ceiling.  Then all the children who were there participated in the “Balloon Pop” 
– seeing who could pop the balloon the fastest.  Everyone had a good time before the Family 
Day even started! 
  
Chaplain Louis Montoya opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, 
children, and volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a 
Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the praise band led the music and the children and family members were 
given bells and percussion instruments to play. The praise band at NENM Correctional Facility is 
outstanding, and everyone loved the music and singing.  
 
Next the room was transformed into a “sowing field” as Ann led the Bible story of The Parable of 
the Sower.  The “Sower” was Chaplain Louis, and there were the initial “seeds’, the “birds of the 
air”, the “thorns”, the “stompers” and the “rock”.  The “Sower” sowed the first seeds.  They started 
to grow and then they were trampled upon and withered and died.  The field was cleared and 
the Sower sowed some more seeds.  The birds of the air came and pecked at them and finally 
they withered and died.  The field was cleared again.  Again the Sower sowed seeds, but they 
feel between the thorns and the thorns chocked the seeds and they withered and died.  Next the 
Sower sowed the seeds on the rock and they withered and died.  But when the Sower finally 
sowed the seeds on GOOD SOIL, the seeds grew and grew and even grew a hundredfold!  
Everyone loved being part of the story, especially when everyone at the end was a seed that 
grew a hundredfold!   
 
Chaplain Louis and Ann reflected on this parable and how often we don’t grow as we should and 
get stomped upon, choked by the “thorns” in our lives, and pecked by the “birds” and distractions 
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in our lives.  But once we fall on good soil, we can not only grow, but surpass all expectations and 
grow a hundredfold!  With God as the Sower, all things are possible. 
 
Next the men went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique 
butterflies out of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and 
pretzels.  It’s amazing how beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of 
Wings, church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring 
Program.   
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the donated 
pizza by a generous donor, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively 
discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  We were celebrating an early 
Thanksgiving so one person from each table group was chosen to be decorated as a “Human 
Turkey”.  Soon there were “turkeys” of all sizes and shapes willing in the room, along with the 
laughter and good time.  There was a “Turkey Parade” where we all got to see the beautiful and 
creative “turkeys”.  What fun we all had!!! 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  The 
Chaplain asked everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also 
died for each and every one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined 
together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line 
collaborators, 1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, and Testify World were also distributed 
to everyone.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the 
Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies! 
 
The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted to spend time with my family doing things that bring us together. 
2. To be with my grandson. 
3. To meet different people. 
4. To see my dad and eat. 
5. My boyfriend is here and wanted to be able to show him I love and support him. 
6. To see my son and to bring his kids. 
7. To spend time with my mom and kids. 
8. The chance to spend some quality time with my kids. 
9. My dad. 
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10. My father. 
11. Family bonding and prayer. 
12. Visit my brother with the rest of my family. 
13. My son. 
14. Spend family time. 
15. Spend time with my son. 
16. I was invited by my nephew. 
17. It was my first opportunity to visit my nephew. 
18. My cousin is here. 
19. To hang out with my family and others. 
20. My dad involved me. 
21. My husband invited me.  I’ve been to Wings before and I like it. 
22. I wanted to see my brother after 3 years. 
23. I wanted to be here for my loved one. 
24. To visit my family to have a special day with my family. 
25. See my father and let him meet my daughter for the first time. 
26. To visit my father-in-law and family whom I value and cherish. 
27. I wanted to visit my dad. 
28. To visit our loved one. 
29. I really missed my dad and wanted to see him. 
30. To spend as much time as I could with my family and stepdad. 
31. I wanted to see my stepdad. 
32. I heard of the program. 
33. Because I wanted to see my grandson before I die and to motivate him. 
34. It’s a great opportunity to spend time with my family. 
35. My son is here so my daughter and granddaughter came with me. 
36. My baby brother invited me. 
37. To enjoy a day with my loved ones and play games, sing, praise and worship.  And love our 

neighbors. 
38. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
39. I wanted to come because I wanted to see my daddy. 
40. I came to see my dad in prison. 
41. I love my dad. 
42. To visit with my family. 
43. I am visiting dad. 
44. I was invited by my son. 
45. To spend time with my son, to enjoy him playing music and singing. 
46. Change people’s lives through Jesus. 
47. I wanted to see my family. 
48. Invited by my son who is incarcerated here. 
49. My fiancé invited me. 
50. To feel normal and have positive interactions with others. 
51. To see my older brother. 
52. I came to the Wings Family Day today to be able to spend time with my loved ones and 

make memories.  Also so my children can have good memories and so they can have a good 
time. 

53. It’s very important to maintain face to face communication with my incarcerated son in order 
to project the love, hope and forgiveness to carry on. 

54. To be around family and visit my brother for the first time since he came to Clayton. 
55. I wanted to see my brother. 
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56. To visit my grandson. 
 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Being with my family. 
2. Everything was very nice. 
3. Singing, music and food. 
4. Hanging out with my dad. 
5. Doing things as a family.  Talking about God, playing games, singing, meeting new people. 
6. Praise, worship and family time. 
7. Seeing my mom and kids. 
8. Getting involved with the songs and games with my kids. 
9. Seeing my dad. 
10. Spending time with my father. 
11. Prayer, faith and believing. 
12. Eating lunch with my brother without distraction. 
13. Seeing my son (primarily) and having the children involved. 
14. Being able to do things with family. 
15. Sharing. 
16. Being able to see and spend time with my nephew. 
17. Seeing my nephew, spending time as a family, breaking bread together. 
18. Visiting with my cousin and eating pizza. 
19. Seeing family. 
20. Talking and interacting with my family and other families. 
21. Seeing my dad. 
22. Seeing my love bug. 
23. Eating together and spending time with each other. 
24. Playing games with my loved ones. 
25. All the games we played and seeing my son so happy and meeting new people. 
26. Seeing the smiles on the kid’s faces. 
27. Seeing my father with his cheesy smile. 
28. Coming together and praising the Lord. 
29. Seeing my dad’s face when he saw us. 
30. To see and visit with loved ones. 
31. Hugging my dad and seeing him smile and telling me he loves me in person. 
32. Singing and dancing. 
33. Eating with my stepdad. 
34. Seeing family smile. 
35. The singing even if I didn’t understand. 
36. The smiles on my family’s faces. 
37. Getting to spend time with my dad and meeting new people. 
38. Being with my family and interacting, meeting people. 
39. Seeing my brother smile, sing and enjoyed praise and worship. 
40. The praise and worship, arts and crafts, and the dinner with everybody. 
41. What I liked was when we popped the balloons. 
42. To see my dad in prison. 
43. Hope and love. 
44. Family. 
45. Crafts with my daughters and music. 
46. Family games. 
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47. Unification and fellowship of the staff, inmates and their relatives. 
48. The music, singing and games. 
49. Singing, sharing around the table. 
50. Music. 
51. Being with my daddy. 
52. Seeing my loved ones and being able to interact with them. 
53. Meeting other families of other inmates. 
54. Relaxed atmosphere, fun and smiles from everyone enjoying themselves. 
55. Playing games and singing. 
56. Seeing my brother and interacting with him. 
57. The highlight of this Family Day were being able to see my husband spend time with us and 

being able to learn about the 40 Developmental Assets©. 
58. The importance of making our God a priority.  To always thank him, honor him and worship 

him. 
59. Worshiping with the family and dinner time with family, talking with each other. 
60. Sitting and eating together, praise and singing. 
61. Being able to enjoy my family and show support and the love we have for our family member 

in prison. 
62. The family gatherings, experience and encouragement. 
63. Sharing. 
 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It’s meaningful and we meet other families here. 
2. Because they did a very good job. 
3. Because we could eat. 
4. This is an amazing program.  This will help inmates feel normal again and be able to refresh and give 

them motivation to do good and get out soon. 
5. It’s important to bring families together and let the prisoners know they do matter and family matters.  

Way too often they go unseen and unheard. 
6. It’s a great way to be able to get together with my family and others and have a good time. 
7. It gives people a chance to see and interact with loved ones. 
8. Bonding time. 
9. It helps the family and is a good event. 
10. It unites family with loved ones incarcerated including prayer.  It is very enlightening, healing and 

brings happiness. 
11. Great opportunity for families to get with inmates. 
12. Of the comradery between families. 
13. It is good for everyone and not just sitting. 
14. Boosts morale. 
15. Families get to spend time with their loved ones. 
16. It is a very good building block into positive things and great memories to build on. 
17. Interacting with my family in a different way. 
18. I get to see my dad. 
19. Yes, it brings families together. 
20. It has a positive impact on inmates. 
21. It gives inmates time with their family. 
22. It always brings family together with faith. 
23. It’s great for the inmates and families of inmates. 
24. Brings families together.  Talk about God and enjoy singing and dancing. 
25. It’s a great way to interact and seeing family is important. 
26. It gives the family time to spend with each other. 
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27. It is fun and special to many families. 
28. I feel like they bring family together. 
29. It is a great program for families. 
30. Because all human beings deserve family support. 
31. It’s great to strengthen the love between families. 
32. It helps with family bonding. 
33. Good family fun. 
34. It is a very special time we get to spend with our loved ones with praise and worship, as well as 

games, etc. 
35. It brings unity and strengthens our fellowship among family and fellow inmates. 
36. It helps us stay close to our families and gives us a sense of normality. 
37. We should have more of them because we get to see our dads and it’s fun. 
38. Because it’s awesome. 
39. For family. 
40. Family bonding helps reduce recidivism.  Relationships between the inmates helps to reduce tension in 

the prison. 
41. It’s fun. 
42. It instills self-worth and self-esteem to all of the inmates. 
43. The family time is important.  Christian fellowship. 
44. These days, it makes a difference. 
45. It’s good for everyone and the families. 
46. Shows people could be with their loved ones! 
47. It provides better involvement for our kids and makes them comfortable and provides a nice 

environment for them to have family. 
48. It treats the inmates like humans. 
49. The special atmosphere that happens at the parties builds and strengthens relationships between 

families, inmates, and relationship with Jesus! 
50. Solidifies family bonds and softens the harder exterior of the convict. 
51. It gives us a chance to visit longer and actually do fun things and help the kids with their dad. 
52. Because families, especially mine, cherish and appreciate this very special visit, thank you. 
53. It gives my son hope. It gives him the motivation, the desire to continue looking forward to the day he 

comes back to his family. 
54. It gives more family members time to visit, and have a great family time. 
55. It is a good day to let the person in prison to see everyone at once.  Refocus purpose. 
56. It brings our family together and we get to share a positive vibe. 
57. It brings family together and shows support where needed. 
58. Good for the inmates. 

 
I appreciate the 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts Magazines, Prison 
Fellowship and Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, delicious 
homemade donated cookies, donated pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors 
thanks and: 
1. We appreciate the support. 
2. The food was good. 
3. I would like to see them again.  Every year or as much as possible. 
4. You’re awesome. 
5. God bless them to continue to do this.  They are an inspiration.  
6. Thanks for allowing us to come to gather in the presence of God. 
7. I appreciate the Wings Family Day. 
8. God bless always. 
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9. Appreciate the opportunity, however, the host was a bit too pushy with the crowd.  The 
activities are out of date and seem forced on the group.  We were unable to really spend 
time with our loved one. 

10. Can’t wait to do it again. 
11. I am grateful for everything. 
12. I appreciate it. 
13. Thank you. 
14. You all are greatly appreciated.  Please continue to host Wings Family Days. 
15. I hope we get to come every year that my son is here. We really had a good time. 
16. Please do this again, thank you. 
17. We appreciate everything you all do and will continue to do. 
18. I’m glad you did this for us. 
19. To keep doing this to bring other families together. 
20. We love and appreciate it. 
21. It was a fun event to be a part of. 
22. I appreciate the time Wings For LIFE donates, and their love and compassion. 
23. God bless you all. 
24. Keep up the good work, God bless you all. 
25. I greatly appreciate the love and caring along with praise and worship.  It was a blessing to 

see my little brother sing and smile. 
26. May God bless you and your families and your ministries. 
27. I appreciate this opportunity so much.  This is the best day I’ve had since being locked up. 
28. You’re the best because it was fun. 
29. May God bless each and every one 100 fold. 
30. Helpful information. 
31. Please continue this more. 
32. Thank you and please continue to do this more often. 
33. Please host more of these parties. 
34. We really appreciate it and hope to come back and do the same thing. 
35. God bless you and I hope this Family Day continues. 
36. The kindness, compassion and the positive attitude from the Wings For LIFE members. 
37. We had fun, please continue doing this. 
38. Keep fighting the good fight, chill down a little bit. 
39. I hope the Wings Family Day’s continues. 
40. Good food. 

 
I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 
90, 160, 200, 250, 260, 278, 280, 290, 300, 320, 350, 360, 372, 380, 400, 440, 450, 500, 700, 800, 
1000, 3 and a half hours, 12 hours, a lot of miles 
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NE NM County Correctional Facility  
11-18-17 
Asset Survey Comments – Clayton, NM 
 

What did you learn about the 40 Developmental Assets© that you can 
apply in your daily life? 

1. Constructive use of time. 
2. Important for success.  Basic foundation for interaction. 
3. Having children get right with the Lord. 
4. They are all useful in life at one point or another. 
5. Commitment to learning. 
6. Family time. (I only speak and write Spanish.) 
7. Positive family communication and its importance. 
8. Family support is very important.  To keep a positive attitude to be a good listener and 

communicate. 
9. Family life provides high levels of love and support. 
10. Family support, positive family communication, other adult relationships, caring 

neighborhood, parent involvement in schooling. 
11. It is important we have support in your life. 
12. Faith. 
13. Family support, safety, and personal power. 
14. A reminder of what we do. 
15. Importance of support. 
16. It is important to let your family lend support. 
17. Positive view of future. 
18. Family should be totally involved. 
19. If you apply them you have a chance of success. 
20. Be more positive of things. 
21. Having faith in your daily life. 
22. Contact with family members and family support. 
23. I learned that all these Assets are important and I will apply external and internal Assets. 
24. Be honest with our family and be there for one another. 
25. We all need all those things to be great. 
26. To be honest with our loved ones and to be there in our times of need. 

What Assets© do you think were strengthened today? 

1. Family support.  Parent creative activities, and religious community. 
2. Family support and communication, other adult support, service to others, safety and 

adult role models. 
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3. Family support—it was enlightening to hear someone acknowledge us family at home, 
struggling with no one to talk to about our situation. 

4. Sharing with others who have common problems. 
5. Positive family communication, caring, sense of purpose, service to others. 
6. Honesty and integrity. Both external Assets and internal Assets. 
7. Family time together getting a better and closer bond. 
8. Positive view of personal future. 
9. Family support, caring, equality and social justice, honesty and responsibility. 
10. Listening and following directions. 
11. Family bonding. 
12. Family support, honesty and religious aspects. 
13. Family boundaries. 
14. Positive family communication. 
15. Ability to interact normally. 
16. Sharing your story. 
17. Love of our family. 
18. Support, constructive use of time. 
19. Caring, family support, positive family communication, positive peer influence, creative 

activities and religious community. 
20. Communication with people we don’t know becoming friends, service to others. 
21. I think our family support has been strengthened. 
22. Service to others. 
23. Other adult relationships. 
24. It gave us a chance to do things together that we hadn’t before. 

Which Assets© do you think are strongest in your family? 

1. Positive family communication and positive peer influence. 
2. Family support, caring people, and self-esteem. 
3. Sharing and giving. 
4. Positive family communication, caring and achievement motivation. 
5. Honesty. 
6. Faith. 
7. Internal Assets like positive values. 
8. Social planning, being a solid support for your loved one that is in prison.  Keep a positive 

outlook, continue education. 
9. Family support. 
10. Positive family communication, family boundaries, high expectations and religious 

community. 
11. Caring. 
12. Family support and honesty. 
13. Communication. 
14. Positive values. 
15. Voice opinions. 
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16. Unity. 
17. Faith. 
18. Family support, caring, personal power, and cultural competence. 
19. Most of them. 
20. Communication and love. 
21. To come together no matter what happens, support. 
22. I think my family has great positive family communication. 
23. Family support and time at home. 
24. Planning and decision making. 
25. Family support and creative activities. 

Which Assets© do you think you would like to work harder on in your 
family? 

1. Creative activities and religious community. 
2. Appreciation. 
3. Responsibility, planning and decision making. 
4. Positive and courageous communication. 
5. Motivation. 
6. Social competencies and empowerment. 
7. Being honest and try to resolve conflict. 
8. Religious community. 
9. Positive values. 
10. Planning and decision making. 
11. Religious and personal power. 
12. Empowerment. 
13. Open-minded and honesty. 
14. Resources. 
15. Honesty, responsibility, planning and decision making. 
16. Play with family more than one day of the 7 day week and personal power. 
17. Parent involvement in schooling. 
18. More time together, empowerment. 
19. I would love to work on positive family communication even though I feel it is our 

strongest Assets. 
20. Religion. 
21. Achievement motivation. 

Additional comments: 

1. I just want to say thank you from the bottom of my heart.  Today made my whole 
Thanksgiving so much greater. 
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